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fafeir's style does not imply that a man should not have even a
farthing; but Dadabhai had forsaken the luxuries and standards
which other people of his stratum were enjoying during those
days.

I myself and many others like me have learnt the lessons of
regularity, single-minded patriotism, simplicity, austerity and
ceaseless work from this venerable man. At a time when criti-
cism of the Government was considered sedition and hardly any-
one dared to speak the truth, Dadabhai criticised the Govern-
ment in the severest terms and boldly pointed out the short-
comings of the administration- I have absolutely no doubt that
the people of India will remember Dadabhai affectionately as
long a$ India endures as an entity in the world,

[From Gujarati]
, 7-9-1924

74.   BOMB ATS BENEVOLENCE
I know Bombay has quite a few vices and a lot of filth too,
The citizens' greed for money Is rife* Nevertheless I have always
experienced a certain generosity and guiltlessness in Bombay's
atmosphere, compared to other places* It is said that since I
am better acquainted with Bombay I feel this way, but this may
not be correct. Bombay usually leads in its contribution to any
fund raised anywhere. Evea for Malabar the aid from Bom-
bay has been abundant. More than four thousand rupees could
be collected by the mere sale of tickets for the conference orga-
nized by the Parsi Political Association, and contributions at the
end of the conference may equal this amount, Contributors have
seen to it that the amount may exceed but will certainly not fail
short of the expected sum* Bombay's trade, at present, Is under-
going a severe depression but the citizens continue to give with
their usual generosity*
Why so? It is my belief that this is a consequence of Parsi
benevolence. Readers might say that I tend to lone my balance
in favour of the side towards which I am inclined. I do not
think so. Parsi benevolence is quite well known, It has also been
noticed that Hindus and Muslims from other places are not as
free with their purses as those from Bombay* But the Parsis have
established a tradition of supporting public causes and, I believe,
the other communities emulate them. After comparing figures of